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The Pil lars of Wis dom
by Dale Rum ble

There is a ten dency in many Chris tians to equate spiri tu al ity with
bib li cal knowl edge about the Lord and His ways. They put forth more ef -
fort in fill ing their mind with con cepts of the king dom, than in stretch ing
their hearts to pos sess the re al ity of truth. This leads to a “pigeon- hole”
men tal ity, in which such Chris tians de velop theo logi cal com part ments in
their mind to store vari ous truths; from these com part ments they can
quickly ex tract the truth that is per ti nent to a situa tion and ex pound with
great elo quence upon it. How ever, the Lord is bring ing forth a peo ple
whose lives will dem on strate the wis dom of God. Spiri tu al ity re lates to
how much we be come like Him, not how well we can ex plain Him. This
tract has been writ ten to point out those ba sic prin ci ples, or pil lars of wis -
dom, upon which true spiri tu al ity is es tab lished within us.

Wis dom has built her house; she has hewn out her seven pil lars.
(Prov erbs 9:1)

I of ten shud der when I look back over my life and con sider some of
the doc trinal stands and “Chris tian ac tions” I took, which were done in a
state of sin cere ig no rance. For tu nately, most of these oc curred when I was
still a young Chris tian, and knew very lit tle about the ways of the Lord.
Nev er the less, even to day there are many times, when con cerned about the
cor rect ness of cer tain things brought be fore me, I am un sure of the po si tion 
to take. I have learned that the an swer is not sim ply pick ing some scrip ture
that seems ap pro pri ate and fol low ing it blindly. I also rec og nize that the
Lord can pro vide a word of knowl edge or a word of wis dom that will be the 
an swer I need. While we must never ne glect these two par ticu lar gifts of
the Spirit, I be lieve the Lord wants us to come to a place of greater ma tur ity
where we can walk day by day in the wis dom of God. There are seven sup -
port ing prin ci ples, or pil lars in ferred in Prov erbs 9:1, that un der gird spiri -
tual wis dom. If I de sire to walk in wis dom, I must ap pro pri ate these pil lars
(or prin ci ples), so that they be come sup ports for the de ci sions and con duct
of my life.

He is our Wisdom

The start ing point, and the pri mary pil lar, is to know the source of
wis dom. It is im por tant to see my spiri tual ig no rance, but it is even more
im por tant to rec og nize where the sup ply ex ists that can sat isfy that need.
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But by His do ing you are in Christ Je sus who be came to us wis dom
from God . . .(1 Cor in thi ans 1:30)

Christ . . . the wis dom of God. (1 Cor in thi ans 1:24)

. . . in whom (Christ) are hid den all the treas ures of wis dom and
knowl edge. (Co los sians 2:3)

I must rec og nize that it is not by my natu ral knowl edge or in ge nu ity
that I will know the ways of God. The wis dom of this world is fool ish ness
to Him, and it is not within the ca pac ity of hu man logic to an tici pate His
thoughts or know His mind. Be cause He does not want His chil dren to re -
main in ig no rance, He has given us the Holy Spirit, so that we may know
those things freely given to us in Him self. I must re al ize that all the wis dom 
I will ever need, for any situa tion, can be found in Him. His sup ply is in fi -
nitely greater than my need. Nev er the less, it is hid den, and must be sought
through seek ing Him; as I dis cover His glory and beauty I will also dis -
cover His wis dom. The cre den tials for re ceiv ing are two fold. First, I must
seek—

But if any of you lack wis dom, let him ask of God, who gives to all
men gen er ously and with out re proach, and it will be given to him.
(James 1:5)

Sec ondly, it is Him, not wis dom that I am to seek. I must rec og nize
that what I  need is  not facts about Him, it is com ing to see things as He
sees them, and to know Him in new ways. In ways where my body, soul
and spirit will ma ture to gether; where there will ex ist a bal ance be tween
natu ral things (job, fam ily, etc.) and the spiri tual as pects of my life. I will
learn to main tain a sound re la tion ship be tween the scrip tures and new reve -
la tions or ex pe ri ences I em brace; I will not ma jor on some doc trinal side is -
sue and thereby be come sepa rated from the main stream of life- flow in the
body of Christ. When the en emy of our soul can not lead us astray into some 
ob vi ous her esy, he will at tempt to de velop in us an un healthy over em pha -
sis on some truth. Spiri tual wis dom will al ways be a sign post pointing us
to a united, holy church made up of com plete, whole some in di vidu als, who 
can bring the king dom of God into af fairs of the world. It will guide us to -
ward the unity that Je sus prayed for, and away from all en deav ors that
would split His peo ple into small su perspi ritual groups. As I seek Him,
these are the ave nues I will be led by His wis dom. My IQ may de ter mine
the ca pa bil ity of my mind, but only my heart at ti tude will limit my know -
ing Him. Just as Je sus in creased in wis dom over the en tire pe riod of His
youth, so I will grow also; not in sud den leaps of in spi ra tion, but by a
steady dili gence in ap ply ing my heart to seek and know Him bet ter.
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Obedience

The sec ond pil lar of wis dom which we will con sider, is the prin ci ple
of obe di ence. To obey what I know to be cor rect, is not only a pil lar of wis -
dom, it is also good com mon sense.

The fear of the Lord is the be gin ning of wis dom; a good un der stand -
ing have all those who do His com mand ments . . . (Psalm 111:10)

I can only ex pect to re ceive more wis dom from God if I use what I
have and obey what I al ready un der stand. Surely there is noth ing so fool ish 
as de lib er ate dis obe di ence to the known will of God. In con trast, sim ple
obe di ence with out ques tion ing or com plain ing, is an ex pres sion of pro -
found wis dom. The wis dom of God is seen in Christ through His will ing -
ness to lay down His life and do the will of His Fa ther. To have the mind of
Christ, is to have both the wis dom and the will ing ness to do His will. Wis -
dom is not just know ing what to do, or un der stand ing the phi loso phy of
why some thing should be done; it must be con sum mated by do ing it. To
seek wis dom and un der stand ing with out a heart turned to ward obe di ence,
will not pro duce wis dom in our life, even though our mind be comes filled
with knowl edge. The wis dom of obe di ence is what trans forms a reve la tion
into truth in one’s life.

We are de stroy ing specu la tions and every lofty thing raised up
against the knowl edge of God, and we are tak ing every thought cap -
tive to the obe di ence of Christ. (2 Cor in thi ans 10:5)

Our Destiny and Call in God

My in heri tance in God has been hid den by His wis dom in the pur -
pose He has or dained for the church, both in this age and the age to come
(Ephe si ans 1:5-12). If I un der stand this, then it is great wis dom for me to
seek my call and des tiny in these pur poses as they are re vealed to me in
scrip ture. The wis dom that con ceived these pur poses is also avail able to es -
tab lish  me in them. Our life is not or dered by chance. I am sure that most of 
us have en coun tered times of trial in our life, in which we didn’t know what 
to do or where to turn. When we sought Him with all our heart, in time, we
saw that our cir cum stances were an or dered pat tern of events woven by the
Lord for our good. They were in tended to build un der stand ing and char ac -
ter in our life as we went through them. For ex am ple, the test ing of our faith 
can pro duce stead fast ness (James 1:3). If we are com pletely com mit ted to
the will of God, we will have great peace by rec og niz ing that the flow of
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our life will only en coun ter what ever the wis dom of God has or dained fore
our good, and for His glory. All things work to gether for good if we love
God and are called ac cord ing to His pur pose (Ro mans 8:28).

It is a mar vel ous thing to re al ize that His pur pose for our life was or -
dained even be fore the world was made. Know ing our weak nesses and
strengths, the wis dom of God daily sets be fore us the fore or dained cir cum -
stances and op tions whereby we can choose to em brace and ful fill that pur -
pose. Every crea tive and re demp tive act of God has been born in His
wis dom, which un der girds all that He brings to pass. The fol low ing verses
are the per sonal tes ti mony of wis dom as she speaks to us con cern ing this
form the be gin ning of time:

The Lord pos sessed me (wis dom) at the be gin ning of His way, be -
fore His works of old. From ev er last ing I was es tab lished from the
be gin ning, from the ear li est times of the earth. When there was no
depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs bound ing
with wa ter. Be fore the moun tains were set tled, be fore the hills, I was 
brought forth; while He had not yet made the earth and the fields,
nor the first dust of the world. When He es tab lished the heav ens, I
was there, when He in scribed a cir cle on the face of the deep, when
He made firm the skies above, when the springs of the deep be came
fixed, when He set for the sea its bound ary, so that the wa ter should 
not trans gress His com mand, when He marked out the foun da tions
of the Earth; then I was be side Him, as a mas ter work man; and I was 
daily His de light, re joicing al ways be fore Him, re joic ing in the
world, His earth, and hav ing My de light in the sons of men. (Prov -
erbs 8;22-31)

Can you imag ine, the wis dom of God re joic ing in all that was
planned for each of His chil dren be fore we were cre ated? How dare we be -
lieve that the Lord doesn’t know, or care what is hap pen ing to us! Noth ing
oc curs in our lives by chance; God doesn’t re act to un ex pected cir cum -
stances, for He fore knows all things. Since the steps of a right eous man are
or dered by the Lord, I must also learn not to react, but to act, and walk
through my cir cum stances in the wis dom of God. Each such cir cum stance
has a purpose.

He has made eve ry thing ap pro pri ate in it time . . . (Eccle sia stes
3:11)

We are to see our life as a tiny in stant in time, dur ing which we have
the privi lege to en ter into the great stream of events that have been oc cur -
ring over the cen tu ries. These events have all been de signed to the con sum -
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ma tion of His eter nal pur pose among men, which pur pose is hid den in
scrip ture, and has my call and des tiny woven into it.

. . . that the God of our Lord Je sus, the Fa ther if glory, may give to
you a spirit of wis dom and of reve la tion in the knowl edge of Him. I
pray that the eyes of your heart may be en light ened, so that you may
know what is the hope of His call ing, what are the riches of the glory
of His in heri tance in the saints. (Ephe si ans 1:17-18)

If I am to ful fill my call in these pur poses, I must seek for the wis -
dom and un der stand ing nec es sary to walk it out. What I dis cover will de -
stroy con fi dence in my abili ties and way of do ing things. I will find that the 
wis dom of His ways is cen tered in the word of the cross.

For the word of the cross . . . to us who are be ing saved is the power
of God. (1 Cor in thi ans 1:18)

. .. the Lord knows the rea son ing of the wise that they are use less. (1
Cor in thi ans 3:20)

. . . I will de stroy the wis dom of the wise, and the clev er ness of the
clever I will set aside. (1 Cor in thi ans 1:19)

“Christ cru ci fied,” is the wis dom of God! All that I will ever need,
and all that I am called to be, is made avail able to me through His cross. It
re quires a child like faith and com mit ment to walk in such wis dom. I must
lay aside car nal rea son ing and vain imagi na tions of what I can do and be,
and with an open re cep tive hart seek to have His mind. I am to re ceive the
word of God much like a lit tle child re ceives food from its mother.

. . . the tes ti mony of the Lord is sure, mak ing wise the sim ple. (Psalm
19:7)

. . . from child hood you have known the sa cred writ ings which are
able to give you the wis dom that leads to sal va tion through faith
which is in Christ Je sus. (2 Timo thy 3:15)

What I un der stand from scrip ture, what I ex pe ri ence by walk ing
through the cir cum stances of my life, and what I learn from the bonds of re -
la tion ships with His chil dren, have all pro ceeded from the wis dom of God
to ful fill His pur pose in my life. I be gin to see my self, not so much as an in -
di vid ual, but as a small, yet vi tal part of a liv ing whole. I am a mem ber of
the body of Christ. In my self alone I am noth ing; in Him I in herit all things,
and in His body lies the path to that in heri tance.
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Willing to Yield

Re demp tion in volves change; for this rea son to be will ing to yield or 
change is a pil lar of wis dom.

But the wis dom from above is . . . rea son able (will ing to yield) . . .
(James 3:17)

Since our ways and thoughts, are by na ture cen tered on our selves, a
nec es sary mark of wis dom on our part is an in ner will ing ness to yield and
change our ways. We need to be come like wil lows, bend ing in the di rec tion 
that His Spirit blows in our life. This as pect of wis dom is what keeps us
from fal ling into the ruts of re lig ious tra di tion. To be will ing to change re -
quires a tender heart for it is not sim ply a change in our in tel lect or thought
pat tern that is re quired, but a change in our in ner man.

Be hold, Thou dost de sire truth in the in ner most be ing, and in the
hid den part Thou wilt make me know wis dom. (Psalm 51:6)

To have a great knowl edge with out a re deemed heart by which to ex -
er cise it, is to be seen as one who is ig no rant. Spiri tual growth al ways in -
volves pain and change; how can I pro fess to have wis dom, if I am not able
to adapt to the new things the Lord brings into my life. What is hap pen ing
in the church to day is a new thing, and we must be a peo ple of change or we 
will set tle down, and in the end back slide.

Be hold, I will do some thing new, now it will spring forth; will you
not be aware of it? (Isaiah 43:19)

Our re lig ious hu man ity al ways seeks out the cor rect or tho dox struc -
ture and pro ce dure for how to gov ern our life, or how the church should
func tion. We seek as sur ance of our faith in the sta bil ity of things run ning
smoothly ac cord ingly to some fixed stan dard. The wis dom of God says,
“be pre pared to change, for where there is spiri tual growth, there will of ne -
ces sity be change.” The tra di tion al ist is con tent; the proud in tel lec tual will
not be shown, only the hum ble are wise enough to change and flow in the
re newal and build ing of the church.

Purity

As long as we are be ing changed, we can ex pect to see a mix ture of
our ways and His. As we grow, this mix ture should dis ap pear, for one char -
ac ter is tic (or pil lar) of spiri tual wis dom is that it is pure; it will not mix with 
philo sophi cal con cepts or car nal rea son ing.
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But the wis dom from above is first pure. . . with out hy poc risy.
(James 3:17)

I have found from ex pe ri ence, that if I coun sel some one with out
prayer or with out be ing in close com mun ion with the Lord, the re sult is of -
ten a mix ture of what I think to be cor rect, plus some ap pli ca ble scrip tures
and per haps a word from the Lord. The re sult sel dom brings life, and can be 
con fus ing to the re cipi ent. Wise coun sel should be sharp and to the point;
for that rea son wis dom from above prompts us to be si lent until we have a
defi nite word to speak. In this way our words can be pure. One rea son the
Chris tian church is in the spiri tual state it is to day, has been the mix ing of
spiri tual wis dom with po liti cal in trigues and pro mo tional tech niques from
the world. The re sult is con fu sion. God can not honor a mix ture, and He
seeks to sepa rate His church into the pu rity of His ways. Spiri tual growth
re quires this sepa ra tion in our life. Out mo tives, min is try, coun sel and
words are to in creas ingly re flect an as cen sion from hu man strate gies and
re ac tions to only the prompt ing of His life. Coals from the al tar of His wis -
dom are needed to purge in tel lec tu al ism and tra di tion from our min is try.
The word of God is to be come a sharp sword ex pe ri en tially in our life,
sepa rat ing soul from spirit in our un der stand ing and con duct. Sepa ra tion of 
the spiri tual and soulish is part of the pu ri fi ca tion that the Lord works in
His church, so that she will be with out spot or blem ish and fit for Him self
as a bride. Fi nally, it is pu rity of mo tive, from a pure heart that will es tab -
lish pu rity of min is try. His word is very pure (Psalm 119:140), and so are
we to be as min is ters of it.

. . . and eve ry one who has this hope fixed on Him pu ri fies him self,
just as he is pure. (1 John 3:3)

The Visibility of Wisdom

Wis dom is of ten thought of as sim ply know ing what is cor rect or
true. How ever, an other char ac ter is tic, or pil lar of wis dom is that it is mani -
fested in deeds and char ac ter. It can be seen as well as heard.

Who among you is wise . . . ? Let him show by his good be hav ior his
deeds in the gen tle ness of wis dom. (James 3:13)

But the wis dom from above is . . . peace able, gen tle . . . full of mercy
and good fruits . . . . (James 3:17)

A man who is re puted to be wise, but who lives and acts like men of
the world, is a con tra dic tion; god li ness is an ex pres sion of wis dom.
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There fore be care ful how you walk, not as un wise men, but as wise.
(Ephe si ans 5:15)

Wis dom is not only know ing what to say, but also how to give ex -
pres sion in a way, so that words will more read ily be re ceived as bene fit to
the hear ers.

The tongue of the wise makes knowl edge ac cept able . . . . (Prov erbs
15:2)

The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, and adds per sua sive ness to
his lips. (Prov erbs 16:23)

Wis dom is of ten found not as much in the words of the wise, as it is
in the gen tle qual ity of their char ac ter. Even si lence can be the fruit of wis -
dom in some cir cum stances; and too much talk ing is al ways fool ish ness.

. . . wis dom is vin di cated by her deeds. (Mat thew 11:19)

What we are speaks louder than what we say!

To be “heav enly minded with no prac ti cal re lease of such knowl -
edge into the af fairs of one’s every day life is not wis dom. It is al ways wise
to hold our own self in low es teem, and to honor other mem bers of the body 
Self less ness is an ex pres sion of wis dom.

. . . Do not be wise in your own es ti ma tion. (Ro mans 12:16)

When we act in ig no rance, the con se quences of what we do points to 
that ig no rance. In the same way, when we build wisely in the king dom,
what we es tab lish will dem on strate the wis dom of God.

. . . as a wise mas ter builder I laid a foun da tion . . . . (1 Cor in thi ans
3:10)

The church that the Lord is build ing to day will be an ex ter nal ex -
pres sion of His wis dom, for only by the wis dom of grace can this glo ri ous
church be built out of the ma te rial the Lord has to work with. There is noth -
ing good in any one of us; yet when we are bonded to gether in His love and
be gin to re late to one an other as mem bers of one body, we can be come a
cor po rate ex pres sion of Christ to the world. Thus, wis dom is mani fest in
los ing our in de pend ence, and be com ing de pend ent upon the Lord and the
flow of His life through our broth ers and sis ters in His body. Our sub mis -
sion and the lay ing down of our lives for oth ers is a visi ble ex pres sion of
wis dom. This is the ce ment that holds to gether the liv ing stones of His
house. Be cause of the great ness of His wis dom, God is tol er ant to ward us
in our state of lim ited un der stand ing. As our char ac ter is en riched in wis -
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dom, we too will be come more tol er ant of oth ers in Christ who per haps do
not un der stand what we do. This too is a re flec tion of wis dom.

Wis dom is visi ble in those who ex er cise self re straint, and who rule
over their own spirit.

A fool al ways loses his tem per, but a wise man hold it back. (Prov -
erbs 29:11)

He who re strains his words has knowl edge, and he who has a cool
spirit is a man of un der stand ing. (Prov erbs 17:27)

. . . But he who re strains his lips is wise. (Prov erbs 10:19)

Fi nally, we should un der stand that the end re sult of all min is try is to
make visi ble the wis dom of God through the church. He is go ing to show
His handi work in the church, to all rul ers in the earth and all authori ties in
heav enly places. All that He has pur posed to do will, in the end, glo rify
Him and re veal His wis dom to the uni verse.

To me . . . this grace was given, to preach . . . the un fa thom able
riches of Christ, and to bring to light what is the ad mini stra tion of
the mys tery which for ages has been hid den in God, who cre ated all
things; in or der that the mani fold wis dom of God might now be
made known through the church to the rul ers and the authori ties in
the heav enly places. (Ephe si ans 3:8-10)

Wisdom and Growth

There is no one who doesn’t come short in some area of his life. It is
not a sin to have needs; it is a sin when we are con tent to re main in our state
of need. The last and sev enth pil lar that we will con sider is that wis dom al -
ways brings an in crease and growth in vir tue. Spiri tual wis dom is our road
map in the king dom of God. When we fol low her di rec tion we will al ways
end up in a state of greater abun dance.

. . . a wise man will hear and in crease in learn ing . . . . (Prov erbs
1:5)

. . . re prove a wise man and he will love you. Give in struc tions to a
wise man, and he will be still wiser, teach a right eous man, and he
will in crease his learn ing. (Prov erbs 9:8-9)

Wis dom strength ens a wise man . . . . (Eccle sia stes 7:19)

. . . we have not ceased to pray . . . that you be filled with the knowl -
edge of His will in all spiri tual wis dom and un der stand ing, so that
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you may walk in a man ner wor thy of the Lord, to please Him in all
re spects, bear ing fruit in every good work and in creas ing in the
knowl edge of God. (Co los sians 1:9-10)

Our min is try in the church will grow and pros per if we ex er cise our
gifts in the wis dom that God has given us. Un less wis dom is a car bu re tor of 
our min is try (i.e. how, when and what to speak) we will not nec es sar ily
bring life to oth ers even though what we say is al to gether cor rect. We must
rec og nize that al though we can teach out of what we know, we will only
im part out of what we are. There must be char ac ter quali fy ing our words.

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you; with all wis dom
teach ing and ad mon ish ing one an other with psalms and hymns and
spiri tual songs, sing ing with thank ful ness in your hearts to God.
(Co los sians 3:16)

The teach ing of the wise is a foun tain of life . . . . (Prov erbs 13:14)

Prov erbs 9 speaks of wis dom build ing her house. In re al ity, it is
Christ, the Wis dom of God, call ing to us in these verses to un der stand how
the Mas ter builder would con form each of us to His im age, and build us to -
gether in His house. Hear the es sence of His call:

• I am the foun tain head of all wis dom, seek Me.

• Be wise and obey what you learn.

• You will find that your call and des tiny has been pre pared by My
wis dom.

• Be wise, and will ing to yield and change.

• Let Me sepa rate your car nal ways from My wis dom. Do not let them 
be come a mix ture in you.

• Let My wis dom be visi ble in your walk and re la tion ship with oth ers.

• My wis dom will al ways lead you into an in crease of My vir tues and
ways; your growth will flow out of this wis dom.

Job asked the ques tion:

“Where then does wis dom come from? And where is the place of un -
der stand ing?” (Job 28:20)

Elihu an swered Job cor rectly:

I thought age should speak, and in creased years should teach wis -
dom. But it is a spirit in man, and the breath (spirit) of the Al mighty
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gives them un der stand ing. The abun dant in years may not be wise . .
. . (Job 32:7-9)

It is proper to re spect the wis dom and bal ance from those who have
known Christ for many years. How ever, we are not to be a peo ple who
move only ac cord ing to the word of white- haired sages. Nei ther must we
be old to have wis dom. The min is try of Je sus was based on the spirit of
wis dom and reve la tion that rested upon Him (Isaiah 11:2). As chil dren of
God we are to walk un der the same anoint ing. We are to open our spirit to
Him so that He might give us un der stand ing, and es tab lish our steps in the
prin ci ples of His wis dom.

(All scrip ture is taken from the New Ameri can Stan dard Bi ble) 
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